THE DISTRACTED PREACHER

skirts of the tell-tale overcoat, and that she Imagined
him to believe it had come direct from some chest or
drawer.

The aspect of the case was now considerably
darker. Stockdale was so much depressed by it that
he did not challenge her explanation, or threaten to
go off as a missionary to benighted islanders, or
reproach her in any way whatever. He simply parted
from her when she had done talking, and lived on in
perplexity, till by degrees his natural manner became
sad and constrained.
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